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Mexico Mission Trip 2008

Wyman & Kayla Poe and Nick & Kay Johnson

Day One: We arrived at Mexico City about 1:30 p.m., Wednesday. Then we met Ben and took a bus to Cuernavaca, arriving there about 3:30. The whole mission team was waiting for us at Doug & Sandy Holcomb’s house, where we were treated to a Mexican dinner, home-cooked. It prepared our stomachs for what was to come over the next few days. We talked about the ongoing work and a possible campaign in summer of 2009 with local people and AIM students doing the teaching and with visiting workers doing arts and crafts, puppets, face painting and etc., possibly a VBS type project.

Doug suggested that we think about having a sponsors meeting in 2010 with all the team members (Doug & Sandy Holcomb, Paul & Sharita Nash, Ben & Karen Jenkins) and sponsors at Cuernavaca, Mexico. 

Paul & Sharita were leaving for a six week furlough in the next day or so, we didn’t get to know them very well, but they were very dedicated to the work.

Wyman & Kayla stayed with the Jenkins. Nick & Kay stayed with the Holcombs.

Day Two: After a brisk walk around the university soccer field—soccer fields are bigger than football fields, just ask Kay—with the Holcombs, Kay & I met the Poes and Jenkins for breakfast. It was at a little place where Ben is in a study with two of the workers. The eggs were not like our eggs, but still come from a chicken I think. From there we went to the center, shopping around the state capital where some in our group spent all their pesos (money). Then we visited one of the many old churches with their convents, buildings dating back to the early 1500s and still in use today, very interesting. Lunch was a little late, but very good, buffet style, things that a Texas country boy didn’t know was eatable, prickly pear cactus and other things that I never heard of, but there was enough chicken, potatoes and onions that I didn’t starve. Then we were off to Ben’s for a little while as Madaí had to see the doctor for a shot. Next, one of the highlights of the trip was a study meeting at IKer’s (pronounced “E-Care”) house, a Christian from the first church that Doug & Sandy had worked with about 10 years ago. It is still very active with about 50 members at the present time. There is too much to write now. I will tell you about it later, but it was very uplifting with 
about 35 present and all participated. The day ended with a taco dinner about 9:30 (not Ama’s tacos). (Be sure to see the pictures.) It may have been the best food we had.

Our main mode of transportation was bus or taxi and Ben’s car, when we all could fit. But it didn’t matter. Save your amusement park money. It doesn’t compare with the streets of Mexico.

Day Three: We began with quesadeas for breakfast at an open market that also prepared food as you watched. It was very good and could be highly seasoned or bland, your choice. From there we went to a city park where we met with Christians that Doug & Sandy were studying with. It was a very pretty place with people sitting around a park bench, singing, praying, studying God’s word, and not worried about the time.

Then we went to very old and interesting pyramids, dedicated to different gods. I will have to ask Ben about these, or maybe Wyman. After this we stopped by the House of Cortez, an old sugar plantation that is now a high-peso hotel, with aqueducts still used to bring in water and with very big and old trees. Now to the big market, there were lots of people shopping. There was everything you could want from clothes to flowers, produce, fruit, and meats, all very fresh, but not always presented in the most appealing way or environment. It was more like a flea market where each person or vender was in competition with the next. All produce was cleaned and shined, without blemish. Kay & Kayla “contributed” to the local economy.

Then we returned to Ben & Karen’s and had a good visit about the ongoing work and their plans for the next few years as things progress. Ben has a good outlook for the church there and is pleased with the growth although there have been some challenges and disappoints. This day ended with a nice dinner at the university diner about 6 p.m.

Day Four: Saturday, the Johnsons had breakfast at Doug & Sandy’s and the Poes at Ben & Karen’s. Then we were off to Tepoztlán for a day of sightseeing, shopping and getting to know the customs and culture of the people with whom we hope to share the Gospel through Ben & Karen and the entire mission team at Cuernavaca. This town has a pyramid built on a mountain, I forgot which god, but he had to carry those stones up there, it’s a two hour climb up there. (See picture.) Then back to our staying places to get dressed for our last dinner together at a very nice restaurant. Ben was starving for a steak, because there was not much beef there, mostly chicken or other things.

Day Five: On Sunday, we had breakfast at our hosts’ homes, packed and were off to church. There is more to tell than I can write, come to the presentation, or ask Kay, Kayla, Wyman or me about it. Worship was a great experience, about 50 present. They will hug you or kiss you on the cheek. When you leave there you feel good about being a part of this good work. They are so thankful for your support. I wish everybody could see what is happening in Cuernavaca, Mexico.

We said our goodbyes at the bus station, caught a bus to the Mexico City airport and on to Houston, finally arriving at Wheelock around 11 p.m. We expressed our sorrow for one of our crew who had to work the next day. Kay & I departed for Franklin, Texas. It is good to be home.
Thank you for the opportunity to go.

Nick, Kay, Wyman, and Kayla

Love you guys.
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